
Study Questions TMS – Pt. IV

1. What is it about beauty and utility that everyone has noticed?

2. What is Hume’s view of the relationship between beauty and utility?

3. What does Smith think is his original contribution to this topic?

4. How does the watch example support your answer to the last Question?

5. Describe the “poor boy” story.

6. What is the point of the story and what does it say about the importance of wealth?

7. Why does the spectator admire the rich?

8. What is the illusion here and why do we follow it?

9. Does the illusion have social benefits?

10. How does the idea of beauty connect up to the promotion of public spiritedness?

11. What is the problem when we think of your answer to the last question in light of Smith discussion of the “man of system?”

12. What does Hume believe to be the connection between utility and virtue?

13. Smith says that utility is neither the “first nor principal” reason we approve of virtue. Explain.

14. What qualities are most useful to ourselves?

15. What does the spectator admire in foregoing a present pleasure for a later one?

16. Why is this not the idea that the later pleasure will compensate for the present one foregone?

17. Could a man alone find his actions useful or not?

18. What difference does society make to our desire to pursue “useful” actions?
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These study guide questions are the work of Professor Douglas Den Uyl.


