
Study Questions – TMS Part VI

(Moral Foundations of Capitalism Course: Answer the highlighted questions #9-12 only.)

PART VI

1. What are the three levels that nature intends us to arrive at to secure our own happiness?

2. Why isn’t prudence one of the highest virtues? What could make it so?

3. Explain the different sentiments we have towards the imprudent.

4. What does S mean by the disposition to hurt or benefit others and why is it so important.

5. Why do we naturally have a concern for our own interests?

6. After ourselves, our families concern us most. Explain the extent of our sympathy for families in different societies.

7. What does Smith mean when he says that true friendship (the next area of natural sympathy) is based on virtues?

8. Discuss sympathy for the great and the miserable.

9. We have a natural passion to love our own country and culture. In what ways can this nevertheless be destructive?

10. How does love of country differ from love of mankind?
11. Explain what Smith means by the “man of system.”  What is such a person originally motivated by, and why is he dangerous?

12. Explains Smith’s notion of a hierarchy of interests.

13. What causes us to lose our self-command?
14. What are the two kinds of problem areas for self-command noted first what the ancients?

15. Self-command is not just a virtue but is necessary for virtue; and yet, it is not good in itself.  Explain.
16. From the point of view of the impartial spectator, which sentiments are most necessary to control?

17. What are the two basic standards we use to judge ourselves?

18. Explain how these two standards operate in people’s self conceptions and where they are used incorrectly.

These study guide questions are the work of Professor Douglas Den Uyl.


