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MidMid--1990’s Increased Awareness of Growth Impacts1990’s Increased Awareness of Growth Impacts

GrowthGrowth
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Cherished open spaces began to disappearCherished open spaces began to disappear



In 1996, Lee County had an estimated In 1996, Lee County had an estimated 8%8% of its land area preserved of its land area preserved 
for conservation purposesfor conservation purposes
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> 50% (1996) >21.4% (1996)
Excludes local and private lands



DISTRIBUTION OF CONSERVATION LAND BY MANAGING AGENCYDISTRIBUTION OF CONSERVATION LAND BY MANAGING AGENCY
FNAI 2009FNAI 2009FNAI, 2009FNAI, 2009

LEE COUNTYLEE COUNTYSTATE OF FLORIDASTATE OF FLORIDA
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5%5%

43%43%

27%27%
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WHERE ARE POTENTIALWHERE ARE POTENTIAL
SARASOTA
CONSERVATION LANDS?CONSERVATION LANDS?

CHARLOTTE

GLADES
The white areas show where The white areas show where 

land is available for land is available for 
conservationconservationconservationconservation

Most of Lee County is Most of Lee County is 
platted or otherwiseplatted or otherwise

LEE HENDRYEX URBAN
FU URBAN
EX PRESERVE
FU PRESERVE
EX MINING

platted or otherwise platted or otherwise 
committed for developmentcommitted for development
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MILITARY
OTHER
WATER
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1996 OFFICIAL 1996 OFFICIAL 
BALLOT ITEMBALLOT ITEM

Are you willing to increase Are you willing to increase 
property taxes by property taxes by p p y yp p y y

0.5 mil ($.50/$1,000) to0.5 mil ($.50/$1,000) to
buy, restore and maintainbuy, restore and maintain
Conservation Land  in Lee Conservation Land  in Lee Audubon conservation 20/20 Committee

County?County?

In FavorIn FavorIn FavorIn Favor
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Enabling Ordinance RequirementsEnabling Ordinance RequirementsEnabling Ordinance RequirementsEnabling Ordinance Requirements

–– Program to be run by 15Program to be run by 15--member citizen advisory member citizen advisory g yg y yy
committeecommittee

There will be no power of eminent domain usedThere will be no power of eminent domain used–– There will be no power of eminent domain usedThere will be no power of eminent domain used

–– Land acquired must be eligible for mitigationLand acquired must be eligible for mitigation

–– Defines Conservation LandsDefines Conservation Lands
•• Large enough size for effective managementLarge enough size for effective management•• Large enough size for effective managementLarge enough size for effective management
•• Wildlife Habitat or rare/unique plant communitiesWildlife Habitat or rare/unique plant communities
•• Water resource BenefitsWater resource Benefits

Appropriate public useAppropriate public use
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•• Appropriate public useAppropriate public use



CONSERVATION LAND ACQUISITION AND STEWARDSHIPCONSERVATION LAND ACQUISITION AND STEWARDSHIP
Advisory Committee to the Board of County Commissioners Advisory Committee to the Board of County Commissioners y yy y

(15 members)(15 members)

• Establish program criteria and a two-step review process 
• Create a willing seller nomination form for staff to distribute
• Conduct Initial Review to eliminate less desirable nominations
• After secondary review, recommend nominations to be pursued for acquisition
• Oversee management of preserves
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M tM tM tM tManagementManagementManagementManagement

AcquisitionAcquisitionAcquisitionAcquisitionq oq oq oq o
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Expenses/RevenuesExpenses/RevenuesExpenses/RevenuesExpenses/Revenues
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2250

1209

17% Conservation Lands17% Conservation Lands
99 purchases99 purchases

422
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22,500 acres acquired22,500 acres acquired
Another 4,350 acres under negotiationAnother 4,350 acres under negotiation



SSouthwest Regional Planning Area 
Average Percent in Conservation Land 
= 28%(Source: 2008 FNAI)
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Pretty flowers found on C20/20 Preserves
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Bird watching on C20/20 Preservesg /
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